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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to The Role of the School Nurse.  My name is Doreen Swartz, I am the school nurse for Dr. Paul Nettle Middle School in Haverhill, Massachusetts. The reason I selected this topic was, when researching the subject I found parents, teachers and school administers did not know what the school nurse did for a job, besides put band aides on students cuts. The goals are you will have a better understanding of the school nurses role. When I am done if you have any questions please feel free to ask them.



 Registered Professional Nurse 

 Baccalaureate Degree 

 Masters Degree 

 Certification by National Association of School Nurses 

 Massachusetts  
  Department of Education  and Secondary Education Licensure 
 Re-Licensure every 5 years 
  Primary License: 150 PDP’s (Professional Development Points) 
  Each additional License: 30 PDP’s 

                                                                     (MSNO Licensure, 2012) 
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Presentation Notes
Who is the School Nurse – School nurses must be a Registered Professional Nurse, Have a baccalaureate degree, and in some states have their masters degree like teachers need.  Most school nurses have their certification through the National Association of School Nurses which includes a written test.
In Massachusetts, school nurses must have past the communication and literacy skill test given by the Department of Education (DOE). The nurse needs a minimum of two full years in child health, community health, or relevant clinical nursing. The nurse must then complete an orientation program set up by the Department of Public health.  The classes include Professional School Nursing Practice in MA a two-day course.  Medication Administration and Delegation in MA Schools, and Mandated Screening Training for School Nurses both are one-day course(MSNO Licensure, 2012).   Then like a teacher, they need re-licensure, every five years for school nursing but for their nursing re-licensure it is every two years on their birthday.   



 First Aid 

  Emergency Care 

  Employee  Wellness 

  Medication 
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Presentation Notes
The School Nurses Role- Yes, it does include first aid, but not just for the students but for all the employee of the school. All emergency care in a school goes through the School Nurses, who need to be first aid certified and CPR certified.




 Immunizations 

  Vision Screening 

  Hearing Screening 

  Dental Screening 

  Scoliosis Screening 

 Height & Weight 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Federal and state laws mandate some of the things done by school nurses. Immunizations  are checked on a yearly basis.  If a student does not have the proper shots, they can be denied entrance to school.  Every year screenings are done on the different grades, students’ vision, hearing, dental, scoliosis, height, and weight are  all checked on the students.  If the student does not pass the screening. Letters and referrals are sent home to the parents.



 Staff Health Counseling 

 Student Health  Counseling 

 Crisis Intervention 

 Refers to counselor or community agencies 
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Presentation Notes
Counseling is a large part of a school nurses role and it can come in different forms. The school nurse can be seeing students who asks health question or a student in the middle of an anxiety attack. Teachers also come in with health questions asking what they need to do about their health.  Some are simple one or two word answers others may need referrals to the school counselor or a community agency be it a clinic or a counselor out in the community.




 Student education 

 Health education 

 Parent Education 

  Special Education 
 
 
 
  Staff  In-services 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Education is a large part of what school nurses does on a daily basis. Every student that goes into a school nurse’s office gets some form of education before leaving the office.  We do teacher on all levels, teachers need in-services on health issues as do parents, and students need health education.





 Medical Referrals  

 Referral Follow-up 

 Social Welfare 

 Child Abuse Reporting 
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Presentation Notes
School nurses make referrals to many different groups. Medical referrals keep the doctor up to date on the students’ progress, or questions about a medication change.  Referral follow-ups to make sure doctors received the information and that the orders are correct. Social Welfare referrals for families that need so form of help, food, heat, and even help getting raid of lice.  School nurse are mandatory reports like teachers are.




 IEP/504 

 Consultation Meeting 

 Team Meeting 

 Sports Physicals 
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Not all the work for a school nurse is hands on. There are team meeting for students, IEP/504 meeting and writing the plans for students, meeting with parents and other professionals working with the students. Each child with an allergy has an emergency care plan and individual care plans done about it. Students with asthma, diabetics, and seizures all have emergency and individual care plans done each year.  Most High School Nurses also do sport physicals with the school doctor.




 Health Record Maintenance 

 Monthly &  Annual 

 Nurse Assessment Reports 

 Health Appraisals 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reports need filing monthly, students’ health records need checking at the beginning of the year and adding the information to the computer programs.  Each time a student is seen in the nurse’s office an assessment report is completed on the computer.  The school nurse is constantly assessing the situation. 




 Specialized Physical Health Care 

 Communicable Disease Control 

 Problem Identification 

  AIDS & Hepatitis 

 Medical Surveillance/Intervention 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is still more that the school nurse role includes. They do specialized physical health care like doing a straight catheter on a student, suctioning of student, and there are more.  They are the ones that keep communicable diseases under control. They identify problem sometimes before other staff members do.  They teach AIDS & Hepatitis mandates that all employees.  They surveillance for medical problems and perform the intervention to correct them. 
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I am sure there was a few I forgot to add but here is what a day looks like for a school nurse. 



Thank you for coming are 

there any question? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for coming to my presentation of the Role of the School Nurse.  If there are any questions I will take them now.
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